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PERFORMANCE NOTES

1. This is an arrangement of a standard by Harold Arlen, in my opin-
ion one of the greatest American composers whose name most people
do not recognize, with a terrific uplifting text by Johnny Mercer.
(Check out the Harold Arlen Songbook to see how many well-known
songs he composed!)

2. The arrangement is written with elements of jazz, swing, and impro-
visation, with the intention of introducing developing voices to the jazz
style AND have some fun in the process!

3. In this arrangement, as in most swing music, the best results are

achieved when sequential eighth notes are performed as though they
are written in 12/8 meter.

—_—

Thus JJ becomes J J” —3—
Eighth notes on the off-beat + ) can be performed as 2 J)

Encourage your group to feel beats 2 and 4 in 4/4 meter and even snap
their fingers on those beats. Beats 2 and 4 and the off-beats are essen-
tial to the groove in America’s classical music.

4. The singers can get a feel for improvisation in m. 36 - 52, where I
have written a group scat “soli” — a written improvisation that may be
sung by the entire choir, a few selected voices, or soloists.

5. The piano accompaniment has been written with the non-jazz
pianist in mind. The accompanist is encouraged to play the part as writ-
ten, and with a little practice should sound like a jazz pianist!

6. Have fun and enjoy the educational process!

Dr. Steve Zegree
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